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Thus will T magnify myſelf, and ſanctiſy myſelf, 
and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, 


and they ſhall know that I am the Lord. 


J is not material, that we ſhould ſtate the 
particular occaſion upon which the Al- 
mighty ſpake thus by the mouth of his holy 
Prophet, or that we ſhould enumerate the 
more immediate diſpenſations of his Proyi- 
dence, the prediction of which is cloſed by 
theſe. awful words. It is enough to obſerve, 
that the declaration contained in them is ſimi- 
lar to many others in Scripture, where He 
who ruleth over all things vouchſafes to in- 
form mankind of the end, to which the whole 
Oeconomy of his Government is directed - and 
that, under this view of it, it is the inſtruction 
of God, leading at once to conſiderations, the 
moſt fit to engage our minds upon the preſent 


occaſion. 
B It 
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It is ſufficient then that we ſo refer to the 
declaration of the text, underſtanding from 
it ſimply that the portion of good or evil, 
which is experienced by man under the diſ- 
penſations of God's Providence, is ſo ordained 
by him, and ſo determined both as to it's na- 
ture and it's degree, as that it may redound to 
the maniteſtation of his glory -in other words, 
that theſe diſpenſations are ſo ordered, and ſo 
adjuſted, as that they may produce upon the 
whole the evidence of the infinite power, the 


infinite goodneſs and wiſdom, which directs 
them. 


There is in fact therefore no other apprecia- 
tion to be made, no other account to be taken 
of the events of this life, which can furniſh to 
the mind any juſt and right idea concerning 
them. For there 1s no other principle upon 
which the appreciation can be made, or the 
account taken, which will not every way be 
ſubject to fallacy, and miſconception, and error. 


In the caſe of the individual then, whether 
he conſiders his own fortunes, or thoſe of 
others, it may be aſſerted, that if he thinks at 
all, he will not be able to frame any other 
ſcheme, or to reaſon upon any other notion, 
| under 
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under which his concluſions with reſpect to 
worldly events will be either ſatisfactory to his 
own mind, or at all conſiſtent and agreeing 
with themſelves — Applying himſelf to the in- 
ſtruction delivered by the Almighty, he will be 
furniſhed with the rule of judgment profitable 
to him for conſolation, for edification, and 
righteouſneſs, 


After the ſame manner alſo, when our at- 
tention 1s turned to the judgments of God, 
which the nations upon carth are made to ex- 
perience, and in which we ourſelves likewiſe 
as a community are implicated, it is alike the 
conduct of wiſdom and of piety, that we re- 
gard unremittingly, not the ſuggeſtions of our 
own fancy, not the imaginations of our own 
minds with reſpect to them, but the one great 
end, the one unerring purpoſe, which the 
Almighty hath declared to be his purpoſe in 
the accompliſhment of them. Thus will I mag- 
nify myſelf, and ſanttify myſelf, and I will be known 
in the eyes of many nations, and they ſhall know 

that I am the Lord. 


We are aſſembled then on this day, as con- 
feſling that the judgments of God are abroad in 
the earth — we are come together under the 

B 2 feartul 
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fearſul ſenſe of them, that with the reſt of the 
people of this land we may join in the devout 
act of national humiliation before God, implor- 
ing forgiveneſs of our fins, and praying unto 
him, that he would be our aid and mighty 
protection, againſt the power of our adverſarics. 


I ſeek not to make the enumeration of miſ- 
fortunes, or to dwell upon the lamentable 
events of war, the recent experience of which 
has brought along with it, alas! no firm ſecurity 
to the public ſatety; and the calamity of which 
hath made ſorrow ful perhaps, from the feelings 
of ſocial or domeſtic relation, the inmoſt heart 
even of many of thoſe who now hear me. 
But be it ſo—that the ſtorm hath gathered 
around us with a violence little foreſeen per- 
haps in the beginnings of it, and that the tor- 
rent hath born down, for the preſent, even our 
repeated and beſt endeavours to reſiſt it There 
are topics of conſolation nevertheleſs, which 
even human obſervation (that which 1s called 
right reflection and ſober mindedneſs) has ſtill to 
hold forth—that new and unforeſeen circum- 
ſtances will often produce diſaſter, even where 
leaſt expected — that the concurrence of mea- 
ſures, or of exertions requiſite to ſecure ad- 
vantage 1s often prevented, or the order of them 


diſturbed 
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diſturbed by ſome event otherwiſe, and in it- 
ſelf indeed trivial — and that even out of cala- 
mity and diſappointment ſuch experience at 
leaſt ariſes, as may lead in future to better cau- 
tion, and better diligence. So may the ſpecula- 
tions even of human policy be apphed in the 
caſe of misfortune to extenuate the evil, to 
hold out the encouragement, and the hope. 
Still however this 1s the language of human 
counſel only. It may be uſetul to prevent de- 
ſpondency, and it may have the effect of ſtimu— 
lating in future alſo to more profitable endea- 
vours: but it is at the ſame time in no degree the 
voice of religious ſentiment ; nor does ſuch a 


language reach at all to the confideration of 


the over ruling Providence of God, or to the 


one great end to which the Oeconomy of that 
Providence 1s directed. 


Aulos the offices of devotion at leaſt 
let us turn our minds to theſe more holy con- 
templations — and amidſt the awful events, 
which call aloud upon us to join with fervency 


in the national humiliation of this day, let us 


deduce, not from the imaginations of our own 
hearts, but from the word of God, the fit eſti- 


mates which humility and piety will lead us to 
make concerning them. 


The 
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The more recent events then of that con- 
teſt into which this nation has been forced 
for it's own ſecurity, and it's own protection, 
have been thoſe in which the enemy has found 
the cauſe of triumph. From ſucceſs he has ar- 
gued proudly alſo, that the cauſe in which 
he is engaged mult itſelf be virtuous ; that as 
ſuch it muſt aſſuredly prevail againſt all oppo- 
ſition which can be given to it. But if the be- 
ginnings and courſe of the evil ſpreading now 
it's deſolation ſo widely, are ſtill however not 
to be ſorgotten, they with whom we contend, 
gave birth to the foul miſchict by guiltineſs alto- 
gether their own, and by iniquity almoſt unex- 
ampled. What was conceived in extreme licen- 
tiouſneſs and profligacy of mind, broke out ſoon 
indeed, as in natural courſe it might be expected 
to do, into oppreſſion and tyranny: for the nature 
of things is not changed, how craftily ſoever new 
names, and new appellations, be uſed for the diſ- 
guiſe of them. They who had caſt off from 
themſelves all piety, and all due ſenſe of Reli- 
gion, ſoon became in the ſame unbridled ſpirit of 
evil paſſion, the open and wanton aggreſſors of 
the nations around them. With the anarchy 
and confuſion which had diflolved all the bonds 
of civil ſociety amongſt themſelves, and with 
the unheard of ferocity of oppreſſion, which 


left 
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left no place for the charities of life, or even 
tor the ny ge of the ordinary of- 
tices of humanity; the frantic malignity alſo 
againſt other communities roſe to it's utmoſt 
height. No country, where the order of civil 
polity, or the bleſſings of a well regulated go- 
vernment prevailed, was left unattacked by 
arms, or uninſulted by menaces. And the 
chaſtiſement threatened to this land, was no- 
thing leſs, than that we ſhould be made like 
unto them who had amongit themſelves no 
civil polity competent to the right ends of go- 
vernment—no adminiſtration of juſtice to pro- 
tect the injured—no habits of mutual faith and 
confidence to invigorate induſtry, or to ſuſtain 
the common intercourſe of life. Nay the evil 
meditated had in the circumſtances of it, what 
was more dreadtul even, and more intolerable — 
that the people of this nation ſhould be brought 
to conſent with, or if not, ſhould be vanquith- 
ed by them who had no truſt in a Redeemer, 
through whoſe name and merits interceſſion 
might be made at the throne of grace — who 
ſerved not even a God with worſhip and holy 
reverence, before whoſe altar he vw ,] be 
performed in the day of trouble. | 


We mean not in this ſtatement either general 


invective. 
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invective, or intemperate obloquy. But there 
are occaſions nevertheleſs, where it may be the 
duty both of reaſonableneſs and truth to repre- 
ſent circumſtances in their true colours. The 
evil threatened to this country was ſurely then, 
in the early menaces of it at leaſt, ſuch as has 
been now deſcribed. It ought to be remem- 
bered alſo, of what extent the evil was, and 
againſt what deſigns, and what menaces, the 
{word of this land was juſtly and wiſely uplifted 
im it's full force. 


It hath pleaſed the Almighty nevertheleſs, 
that of the dreadful conflict there 1s as yet no 
ceſſation; and it hath pleaſed him alſo, that 
at length both againſt ourſelves and againſt 

the nations confederated with us, the enemy 
vaunteth himſelf but the more furiouſly, from 
the ſucceſſes which he has obtained. 


Let it be remembered however, that the end 
is not yet — and that there 1s another alſo, 
whoſe throne is from everlaſting, 20% ſetteth 
himſelf above the heavens, and his glory above all 
the earth. — 1 will magnify myſelf, and ſanctiſ my- 
ſelf, and I will be known in the eyes of many na- 

trons, that I am the Lord. 


* Pf. lvii. 12. 
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May not the hope be entertained then, not 
indeed with the preſumption of arrogance, 
not with the confidence of any thing like a 
full diſcernment of the counſels of Providence 
— but ſtill may not the hope be indulged at 
leaſt, that the very ſucceſſes of tlie adverſary, 
againſt whom we have gone forth in battle, 
may be ultimately not the ſucceſſes, through 
which he may accompliſh the defign of his 
heart, and cauſe the nations round about to 
tall down before the idol which he hath {et 
up —May it not be amongſt the hidden pur— 
poſes of God, that longer and more terrible 
experience than human expectation would 
have looked to, of the miſeries attached to the 
violation of order and regular government, 
joined to the contempt likewiſe of all which 15 
juſt and holy — may it not be, that the evils 
conſequent upon ſuch criminality are permitted 
for a longer ſeaſon, that when they ſhall be re- 
moved, the Sons of Men may ſtand afterwards 
in the greater fear of falling again into the ſame 
wickedneſs. * The Lord is King, be the people 
never ſo impatient ; be fitteth between the Che- 
rubims, be the earth never ſ9 unquiet. And may 
not thoſe who for the work of that wild con- 


d Pſ. xcix. 1. 
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fuſion, which az/froyeth even as the peſtilonce, 


have taken counſel but of their own hearts 


— may not they be ſuffered for a while to 
proſper, that they may hereafter know and 
feel the more unqueſtionably, that they have 
mmagined but a vain thing. The deep counſels of 
the Lord who may find out— © For my name's 


ſake will I defer mine anger, and for my praiſe 


will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off ; 


for mine own ſake, even for mine own ſake, will 1 


da il. 


At the ſame time, 1t reflections ſuch as theſe 
be indulged by us, let us beware of making 
them ſubſervient to our own arrogance, inſtead 
of entertaining them with holy fear and true 
piety. To cheriſh the humble and devout 
hope, under a conviction that the iſſues of all 
things are in the hands of God, inſtead of ap- 
preciating the ultimate termination of events, 
from the apparent circumſtance of thoſe paſſing 
before us — this is to acknowledge the Provi- 
dence of God, and to revere the greatneſs of 
his power. But to do more than this, to al- 
ſume that the ways of God are manifeſt unto 
us, and that the preſent diſpenſation ſhall in 


* Ifai. xlviü. 9, 11. 
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tlie end of it ſo terminate, as we may ourſelves 
rather wiſh, or conceive that it ought to do 
that be far from us. The acts of the Provi- 
dence of God, Which fall under human notice, 
and ſtrike human apprehention — * theſe are 


indeed parts of his ways, but how little a portion 
is heard of him? 


Diſmiſſing however theſe obſervations, I haſten 
rather to lead your attention to other conſider- 
ations — to thoſe with which at the ſame time 
we have a nearer concern, whilit they are at 
once to be deduced likewiſe from the reflec- 
tion upon thoſe events, under the ſenſe of which 
we are this day aſſembled. I ſeek as before 
alſo to reaſon entirely upon thoſe events, as 
at this time it 1s alone fitting to do, under 
the impreſſion of religious principle—under a 
due apprehenſion of the power of God, and 
the juſtice of God. I will be known in the eyes 


of many nations, and they ſhall know that I am 
the Lord. 


Whatſoever then in thoſe varieties of evil, 
which now for ſo long a time have vexed fo 
Jarge a part of the Chriſtian world, whatſoever 


Job xxvi. 14. 


62 | may 
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may be the final purpoſe of God's providence in 
them with reſpect to others, to the people of 
this land they have ſurely been the events of 
rebuke and calamity. - 


The bitterneſs of death hath been in them, 
deſtroying our armies by the diſeaſe of unwhol- 
ſome climates, or bringing them down to the 
grave, amidſt the unintermitted combats of war 
with a powerful and haughty enemy. The 
diſturbance alſo of all our internal peace and 
happineſs hath been in them — whilſt the hearts 

of men have been diſquieted, and fear and 
| anxiety have taken hold upon them — the fear 
even, with all that belongs to it of evil forebod- 
ing and perplexity, leſt the beſt and goodheſt 
bleſſings which we enjoy, the bleſſings of li- 
berty and well ordered government—leſt theſe 
even ſhould be made to ceaſe out of the land 
in which we dwell. 


In the inſtruction however, which we are to 
derive to ourſelves, and for the regulation of our 
own conduct from the experience of national ſuf- 
ferings, as ſufferings inflicted by the hand of God, 
there can be no ambiguity—none at leaſt, unleſs 
we refuſe to be taught of God, and give no cre- 
dence to his word. I need not in ſo plain a 

matter 
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matter to enumerate the various declarations of 
Scripture, that he who ſitteth in the heavens 
* zs of purer eyes than to behold iniguity — that 
e is jealous for his holy name, and that his an- 
ger is againſt thoſe who turn aſide from the Inw of 
his commandments. The only queſtion which we 
have to aſk, is that Which in this caſe indeed 
muſt be the queſtion aſked of our own hearts; 
there to enquire what vicious appetites are 
ſuffered {till to prevail within us, what love of 
iniquity ſtill leads us 79 walk ungodlily in this 
_ preſent world, and to provoke moſt juſtly God's 
wrath and indignation againſt us, 


It may be, that we have cried unto God, 
when affliction came upon us, and that we have 
confeſſed our ſins before him, when the vio- 
lence of the enemy made us afraid. It may be 
and bleſſed be the Almighty, that there are 
ſigns amongſt us which in ſome degree may 
Juſtify ſuch an hope—that we are turned again 
alſo to a better ſenſe of religious duty, and to a 
more holy ſobriety, than at a period not very 
diſtant from theſe times, was to be diſcerned in 
the national manners of this country. It muſt 
be in the remembrance of all at leaſt, when in 
the general corruption of them, we ſeemed to 


* Habak. 1. 13. f Ezek. xxxix. 25. 
have 
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have loſt more than ordinarily all juſt ſenſe of 
duty. When in ſecurity, then forgat we the 
Lord who made us, and very lamentably might 
it be obſerved to what alarming height the love 
of pleaſure, the habits of luxury gratified eaſily 
through great opulence, and the relaxation of all 
diſcipline of mind had reached throughout all 
ranks of men. Every one walked in his own 
vanity, and the whole land was enfeebled 
through the contempt too generally entertain- 
ed of all thoſe principles which are the only 
ſure foundations either of public virtue, or pub- 
lic happineſs. Nay even the worſt and moſt ma- 
lignant ſymptoms of national degeneracy were 
abroad amongſt us, when the very authority 
and purity of the Goſpel of Chriſt were treat- 
ed by too many but with open contempt ; when 
men's minds were full fraught with the mad 
ſpirit of ſcepticiſm, and ready to favour every 
thing which held forth the ſcoff or the con- 
tumely againſt that faith and that hope, which 
the Son of God gave unto men, through the 


ſhedding even of his own blood for their treſ- 
paſles, . 


Into ſuch peril, it 1s not perhaps too much 
to ſay that we were falling rapidly, that we were 
plunging ourſelves into the evil with an infatua- 
| tion 
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tion too general, and with a confidence, which 
began to contemn all reſtraint. 


If a better mind hath prevailed amongſt us. 
and if in any degree we are now as thoſe who 
8 walk circumſpettly, redeeming the time, let us 
give thanks unto our Lord God. 


But let us alto, under the preſſure of thoſe ca- 
lamities, which the will of God hath inflicted up- 
on us, let us give heed that we abound more and 
more unto holineſs, and unto every good work. 
Let us be diligent eſpecially to mix with our 
whole conduct, the particular carefulneſs and 
the peculiar cautions, which our very condition, 
ſuch as it has now been deſcribed, makes it but 
the more entirely important, that we ſhould not 
_ neglect. 


The ſolemn ordinance of this day is ſurely a 
loud demand upon all ranks and degrees of 
men for the advancement of national reforma- 
tion amongſt us. But beyond this—in the re- 
flection upon our own ſituation, ſuch as it really 
is, there is ſtill more which it may be profitable 
for us to attend to. 


e Epheſ. v. 15. 
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It cannot be the whole of what is ſufficient 
in our caſe, (it is not ſo in the caſe even of the 
individual reſolving to lead a new life,) that we 
implore the mercy of God in the time of cala- 
mity, that we put away from amongſt us the 
more flagrant acts of iniquity, or that we ſeek 
to perform ſome acts of duty before neglected 
or remiſsly practiſed, with greater exertion and 
diligence. They who have been accuſtomed 
to weary themſelves in unholy vanity, who 
have ſteered by no better guidance than the 
example of general or faſhionable depravity, 
have a long courſe to meaſure back, a long and 
laborious work to accompliſh, before they re- 
new within themſclves a right mind, and are 
made the ſervants of God again unto holineſs. 
There 1s danger too, and the danger likewiſe of 
no trivial magnitude, in the progreſs towards 
amendment itſelf, which is made by thoſe 
who are thus circumſtanced. The long indul- 


gence of vicious habits in any kind begets 


{trange deluſion in the eſtimate which men are 
apt to make of their own proficiency in the re- 
turn to that which belongs to virtue. Between 
unbounded gratification, and the ſobriety of ſelf 
reſtraint, the contraſt is in itſelf even ſo ſtrong, 
that partial and caſual ſubmiſſions to the one, 
are miſtaken often for ſufficient evidences, that 


the 
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the other is abandoned throughout the whole 
extent of it. It is beyond controverſy notwith- 
ſtanding, that the partial and deſultory act of 
rectitude is in no ſenſe the completion of vir- 
tue—leſs, very much leſs is it any thing like 
the tulfilling of that holineſs, which is required 
of them who walk in the light of the Gojpel ot 


Chriſt. 


I urge as before the whole of thetic obſerva— 
tions with the one direct reference to the awtul 
doctrine of the text, already ſo repeatedly laid 
before you. Proſperity and adverſity make the 
difference indeed of that outward circumſtance, 
by which the condition of man 1s varied in thi- 
life. But in the diſpenſations of God's Provi- 
dence, they ſerve uniformly and concurrent!) 
to advance the ſame end. They are alike the 
inſtruments, by which he worketh, that his 
name may be known upon earth, and his glory 
be made manifeſt in the tight of all men. 


Whether or no therefore the love of vir- 
tue and the ſenſe of religion be ſo reſtored 
amongſt us as they ought to be, whether or no 
the repentance profeſſed by us has had its per- 
fect work, or whether our endeavours even after 
holineſs have ſuffered nothing either from the 

D arrogance 
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arrogance or from the ſecurity ſo likely to mix 


itſelf with them, it is for ourſelves to anſwer 
without diſſimulation. If we are not ſo puri- 


fied from all double mindedneſs, * God is not mocked 


— whatſoever a man ſoweth, that alſo ſhall he reap. 
And in what nation or kingdom ſoever they 
who draw nigh unto him with their lips, are in 
their hearts notwithſtanding far from him, 
from them alſo will he hide his face, when the 
day of calamity cometh upon them. 


In what particular caſes the fear of God 1s 
{till neglected amongſt us, or in what ſpecific 
duties of holineſs, of charity, or of temperance, 
we have yet much to labour, that we may be 
approved in the fight of him unto whom all 
hearts are open, the mind and conſcience of 
every man will beſt inform him. We judge no 
man—but there is one that judgeth, even the Lord 


from Heaven. 


CuERISH, we beſcech you therefore even as 
the embaſſadors of Chriſt, cheriſh the impreſ- 
ſions which the conſiderations now inſiſted 
upon ought to make, and the feelings which 


they ought to excite. The topics which we 


james iv. 8. Gal. vi. 7. 
have 
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have uſed this day have been all of them ſe— 
lected ſtudiouſly with the view of evincing to 
you, how fearful a thing it may be to delay the 
examination of ourſelves, or to be feeble and 
torpid in the improvement which every indivi- 
dual may contribute towards national retormu- 
tion. 


There 1s alſo, as we have ſeen, the humble 
hope to be entertained - not indeed the confi— 
dent preſumption, but the humble and pious 
hope, that the apparent ſucceſs of the adver- 
ſary may in the end notwithſtanding be far 
from enabling him to inſult with impunity, 
either the ſecurity or the liberty of theſe 
realms. But the hope of God's mercy we 
take away even from ourſelves, if we turn not 
every one from the iniquity which he hath 
committed, that our prayers may be ſanctified. 
and that our cry may go up before the throne 
of heaven. | 


All at the ſame time which ſhould inflame 
our hearts, which ſhould give conſtancy and 
permanency to the holy endeavour, is at once 
before us. To be negligent in it is worſe than 
folly, it is even madneſs, if the promite be, that 
it ſhall bring down the bleſſing of God upon 
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our daily purſuits, * upon all our encreaſe, and all 
the works of our hands. It is this endeavour alſo, 
which if manly firmneſs and the love of our 
country have any praiſe, is the beſt act of citi- 
zenſhip which each amongſt us can perform, 
and the beſt and faireſt offering which the in- 
dividual can make in ſupport of the public 
welfare—But far even beyond this, and what- 
ever may be the fate of kingdoms or commu- 
nities, he who cleanſeth his own heart ſhall 
fave his foul alive, and the faithfulneſs in which 


he walketh Hall bring him peace at the laſt. 


Deut. xvi. 15. 
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